T

onight’s performance juxtaposes the choral music of two iconic composers from across half a millennium.
Sir John Tavener was born in London (1944-2013) and became known for his extensive output of religious
works in a style dubbed ‘holy minimalism’. Almost 500 years earlier (c. 1490), another composer with the
same name (albeit with a slightly different spelling) was born – John Taverner. The link between these composers
goes beyond their shared names. Both had deeply-held spiritual beliefs. The contemporary John Tavener claimed
to be descended from his Tudor counterpart but this was shown not to be the case.
Tonight’s performance is a musical journey back in time. Contrasting pieces composed by two John Tave(r)ners,
who were separated from one another in time by nearly five centuries, are presented alongside the music of two
of the early Taverner’s contemporaries. The musical styles you will hear tonight range from the minimalism of the
late 20th century to the majestic polyphony and stark plainsong of the Renaissance. This concert is part of a series
of “New Soundscapes” in which VOX intends to expose audiences to fresh choral sounds.
S: Suzanne Buchanan, Jenny Coote, Maryanne McLachlan, Stephanie Pulker, Jenni van Doesburgh, Anthea van Wieringen
A: Mascha Ainslie, Katherine Bleazard, Helene Cooke, Karen Hahne, Lesley Jennings, Jennifer Matlock
T: Tobias Hahne, Rendert Hoekstra, Roger Hunter, Michael Marchant, Owen Rogers
B: Chris Arnold, Shaun February, Brent Johnson, Aaron Juritz, David Patrick, Kyle Paulssen, Johan van der Walt
Director: John Woodland
Creative Team: James Rink (design), Tara Notcutt (direction)
Join us for our forthcoming performances:
“Trust the Silences”: Music by Eric Whitacre – Saturday 5 November, Bishops Memorial Chapel, 20h00
Nine Lessons and Carols – Sunday 4 December, St Andrew’s Church, Kildare Road, Newlands, 18h30
Nine Lessons and Carols – Sunday 11 December, St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Somerset Road, Cape Town, 16h00
We are very grateful to Matthew Golesworthy (organ) and Emily Hallinan for their participation in tonight’s performance.
You are welcome to record aspects of the performance but kindly ensure that your device is on silent.
Kindly hold your applause until the end of the programme, after which you are invited to join us for a glass of wine.

Programme
Song for Athene : Sir John Tavener (1944-2013) / Words from Hamlet (Shakespeare) and the Orthodox Church
Mother of God : Sir John Tavener / Words by Mikhail Lermontov (1814-1841, Russia)
The Lamb & The Tyger : Sir John Tavener / Words by William Blake (1757-1827, England)
Funeral Ikos : Sir John Tavener / Words from the Order for the Burial of Dead Priests, translated from Greek
Spem in alium : Thomas Tallis (c. 1505-1585, England), arranged by Mick Swithinbank
Spem in alium nunquam habui
praeter in te, Deus Israel,
qui irasceris et propitius eris
et omnia peccata hominum in tribulatione dimittis.
Domine Deus, Creator caeli et terrae,
respice humilitatem nostram.

I have never put my hope in any other
but in You, O God of Israel,
who can show both anger and graciousness
and who absolves all the sins of suffering man.
Lord God, Creator of heaven and earth,
be mindful of our lowliness.

Plainchant
Gloria Tibi Trinitas / Equalis Deitas.
Et ante omnia secula / Et nunc et in perpetua.

Glory to You, O Trinity / All equal, one God.
From before all ages / Now, and for evermore.

In nomine (from Missa Tibi Trinitas) : John Taverner (c. 1490-1545, England)
In nomine Domini

In the name of the Lord

In trouble and adversity : John Taverner / Words from Psalm 20
O magnum mysterium : Tomás Luis de Victoria (c. 1548-1611, Spain)
O magnum mysterium, et admirabile sacramentum,
ut animalia viderent Dominum natum,
jacentem in praesepio!
Beata Virgo cujus viscera
meruerunt portare Dominum Christum. Alleluia!

O great mystery, and wonderful sacrament,
that animals should see the new-born Lord,
lying in a manger!
Blessed is the Virgin whose womb
was worthy to bear Christ the Lord. Alleluia!

If ye love me : Thomas Tallis / Words from John 14:15-17
Stars : Ēriks Ešenvalds (b. 1977, Latvia) / Words by Sara Teasdale (1884-1933, USA)

